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To gain a better understanding of the habits and needs of dog households in the Berczy Quadrant, an area 
roughly bounded by Yonge St, King St, Market Lane  and The Esplanade in the area surrounding Berczy 
Park, FOBP has conducted an on-line survey of dog households. The survey was open from October 1, 2013 
to January 31, 2014. The survey is intended to help fill the overall knowledge gap that exist regarding these 
households and to help inform processes like the Berczy Park Revitalization. The downtown dog phenomena 
which started 20 years ago has had little acknowledgement in formal planning to date and yet is an important 
and somewhat unexpected social norm in urban residential areas.    
 
The 18 question survey was organized into two sections. The first looks at more neighbourhood wide 
questions and the second focuses specifically on Berczy Park. The survey received 91responses. With 
approximately 2538 residential units in the Quadrant and a best estimate that 10% are dog households, this 
gives the survey a household penetration rate of 36%.  
 
There is a lot of good information in the survey and a full report will be issued around February 7. This 
preliminary report will attempt to answer 4 key questions: 
 
1/ How many dogs are in the Berczy Park area? 
2/ Why are dog households an important part of the process and future plans for Berczy? 
3/ Is the ‘system of parks” concept consistent with the realities of dog households? 
4/ What is it exactly that dog households need/want? 
 
To start here are a few general data points from the survey as background: 

! 74% of dogs are small, less than 25lbs 

! 10% of dog households have more than 1 dog. The dog: household ratio is 1.14 

! 86% of dogs are walked 3 or more times per day 

! 84% of dog walks are within 2 blocks 

This is probably also a good point to remind readers that based on the previously issued Berczy Park 
Residential Survey, the number of residential units in the Quadrant will grow by 64%to 4162 by 2016.   
 
Now to the questions: 
 
1/ How many dogs are in the Berczy Park area? 
As noted above, there are approximately 2538 residential units currently in the Quadrant and a best estimate 
that 10% are dog households. That means there are currently 254 dog households and 290 dogs using the 
1.14 ratio. 
 
But we are planning Berczy Park for the future so we should try to peek ahead.  By 2016, the number of 
residential units will grow to 4162. Leaving the other assumptions the same, the number of dogs will grow 
to about 500.  
 
Peeking ahead even further, there is every indication that the number of dogs per household and % of 
households owning dogs is growing so this number will be higher. For example, if the dog ratio and 
household % grow by a modest 5% a year, that means there will be over 600 dogs by 2016 and over 800 by 
2020.  If the growth rate is closer to 10%, we get to 1000 and 1700 dogs respectively.  
 
A final interesting milk bone to chew on is that there are about 1000 dog walks taken daily in the Quadrant 
and this will grow to 1500 by 2016.    
 
 



2/ Why should dog households be an important part of the future plans for Berczy 
The answer is that like it or not, dog households are the biggest most consistent year around users of the 
Park. As has been mentioned before, dogs are not coming to Berczy Park at some point in the future. They 
are already there and will likely continue to be in increasing numbers. 
 
The other point to consider relates to a comment from the Design Review Panel (DRP) (“ it is unfortunate 
that we have to be so accommodating of dogs”). It’s important to remember that at the end of each leash is a 
human. This isn’t really about accommodating dogs, it’s about recognizing, respecting and accepting 
residents living in an urban environment and attempting to address their needs.   
 
The presence of dog households in the Park actually has many community benefits. They provide a focal 
point for socialization in the Park and build the community fabric across generations and cultures. Their 
presence at all hours of the day and night serves a security function, “the eyes on the street”. They are also 
important to and good for local businesses. This is grassroots animation. Here’s what we know from the 
survey.  
 
Dog households make 476 total visits to Berczy Park each day to walk their dogs. These visits are spread 
fairly equally over a day. Respondents indicated they are “most likely” to visit the Park between 5pm- 
midnight (39%), 5am-9am (31%) and 9am -5pm (30%).  Berczy Park is clearly the daily use park for local 
households as 85% visit Berczy Park at least once a day and 88% indicate they use the Park every day or 
weekdays.  
 
Peeking ahead to 2016 once again, the daily visits to Berczy Park will grow to about 800 assuming based on 
growth in residential units alone.  
 
And this is good for local business. Respondents were asked, “Do you ever purchase refreshments (coffee, 
snack) from a nearby business on your visits to Berczy Park?”  20% replied ‘always’ and 63% ‘sometimes’, 
a total of 83% supporting local enterprise. Assuming a $2 purchase this equals over $141,000 in retail sales a 
year.   
 
Another indication of this positive connection between nearby businesses and dog owners is that the former 
Firkin pub has since 1999 provided snacks for dogs at the east end of the Park.  
 
 
3/ Is the ‘system of parks” concept consistent with the realities of dog households? 
We have included this question not to be controversial but to thoughtfully address a question that has been 
raised in the past. When it comes to meeting the daily needs of local dog households, the survey strongly 
indicates the answer is ‘no’.   
 
Respondents have told us that 84% of dog walks are currently within 2 blocks, that most dogs are small and 
weigh less than 25lbs (with correspondingly small short legs), and that they already spend considerable time 
each  day walking their dogs (more than 20 minutes per trip, 3 or more times/day). 73% never use a dog 
walker. Given these conditions and limitations, it would seem highly unlikely that dog owners could be 
convinced to or be able to shift their multiple daily activity from Berczy Park. It should also not be necessary 
if they are accepted in the community.  
 
In fact, the survey suggests that doing so would have an unintended negative consequence for the 
neighbourhood. 100% of visits to Berczy Park are made by foot/paw. But, 19% of current visits to David 
Crombie Park are made by car as are 37% of visits to Allen Gardens. So, moving dog trips visits away from 
Berczy would increase the number of cars on the road in an already congested area. Fortunately, these 
presently account for few visits.    
 
The system of parks idea does seem to work a bit when looking at less frequent visits. While the survey 
reinforces Berczy Park’s role as the place for daily activity, there is some usage of other Parks on a less 
frequent basis. St. James and David Crombie Parks do show up as being once a week destinations and Cherry 



Beach and Pawsway monthly. But in all cases, this is in relatively small numbers (<30% of respondents). To 
use a metaphor, dog owners eat three meals a day at home and go out once a week to eat in a restaurant. 
 
 
4/ What is it exactly that dog households need/want? 
The survey confirms a lot of what we’ve heard from dog owners already but also with some new insights.  
 
Respondents told us that the main reason they come to Berczy is for their dog’s exercise (90%) and 
socialization (72%). This was followed by socialization and community building amongst the owners 
themselves, the humans at the end of the leash.  
 

Not surprisingly, 79% of respondents supported the Park being an off- leash area of one sort or another, 
either fenced (57%), unfenced with courtesy hours (12%) or unfenced 24 hour (10%).  This supports the 
findings in the original FOBP Uses and Needs Survey that supported a dedicated space for small dogs.  
 
Like other residents they are also concerned about safety in the Park and 60% of respondents identified 
“improved lighting to increase personal security” as a problem.   
 
Dog owners also highlighted the need for a source of safe water for dogs in the Park. This meshes well with 
the progressive ideas for the Park presented by the Cormier Option 2. We know the problem and we have a 
solution! While we’re at it, let’s make sure we have a safe water source for humans as well. 
 
A new business opportunity was also identified in the survey. An interest in dog-friendly 
establishments/cafes for both owners and dogs in the area was noted by dog owners, perhaps a Pawsway 
St. Lawrence.    

  
 


